June Meeting OAC Minutes

6/6/2011

Meeting called to order: 7pm by Amy, second by Cathy.

All board members present except: Jim Wheeler (ex) Richard Rodriguez (unex)

Minutes from Annual Mtg April 2011 read by Cathy Griffin. Accepted by Irene and 2nd by Eileen.

Financial Report by Kim Jepson included breakdown of expenditures from the convention. Total current balance in account: $4195.40.  Kim to obtain new debit cards for OAC account x 2; one for herself, one for Amy.   Accepted by Irene; 2nd by Larrietta.

OLD BUSINESS:

Convention Feedback


1. Barb was told by several vendors and opticians that they felt the cost of membership was too high. The suggestion was made to have a “special” to join, but specifics were not discussed immediately. Joni Smith, Darwin, Richard Charlesworth and Sherry are some reps who may be willing to help with whatever plan we decide to execute for membership drive.


2. Larrietta said vendor response was favorable in general; they felt the set up was very good. Response to the microphone was mixed; veteran attendees liked the give-aways, new vendors felt it took away from their booths and participants were only interested in the prizes. Further comments had to do with recognition of our corporate sponsors and that there was some disappointment that it was not bigger/better but no real suggestions for how exactly they would like to be honored.


3.  Eileen said a suggestion was made by a frame vendor that perhaps the OAC could have a booth at COA events to help promote membership. She also had 2 vendors comment that the emphasis seemed to be on the students and/or Kaiser and that they felt their networking/new client acquisition possibilities were limited. Speculation that lack of doctor or decision making personnel at the conference was the reason. She also heard several rumblings regarding parking fees and the traffic jams in and around the convention site (hotel parking, etc). 


4.  Irene/Larrietta reported that there was a formal course complaint lodged against Greg Rodriguez for Essilor Logos present on his power point show. He had to go before the ABO board, re-present his class and subsequently decided to decline further speaking engagements with the OAC.  He was cleared of all wrong doing and given the green light for his course through the ABO; nevertheless, he feels that he should no longer speak at our conventions.


5.  Kim/Linda spoke to the CE credits issue and whether members were mailed credits as promised and confirmed that they were.

Suggestions/Brainstorming Ideas for future projects


1.  Eileen suggested discounts for doctor offices that enroll their entire staff, associate or full memberships, possibly at the COA convention.


2.  Amy mentioned the idea of ending the 2012 convention with dinner rather than continuing to provide some type of entertainment afterward. Also, she made the suggestion to have the classes be specific to level and to have a beg/adv class overlap by 30 min to provide better flow for the vendors in the exhibit hall.


3.  Irene stated the cost to attend ratio for the convention was not good and perhaps we should consider future content of the event before considering location. She speculated that the location was an influencing factor in the lack of attendance after dinner, at the DJ/Casino Night. 

Direction of the OAC:  Amy Munnell


Amy stated that as the new president of the association she would like to see our focus and direction center on increasing membership, continuing education and ABO prep training as well as a better method for getting the word out that the OAC is here to help doctors in the community train/network with staff, both new and experienced.


Toward that end some ideas were presented:


1. Amy and Joni Smith (from Tura) created a flyer to be given to staff members which includes basic information which would then be used to contact them regarding opportunities for attending events, employment, membership and education. These flyers would be given regardless of whether or not the staff member was ABO/NCLE certified.


2.  Irene suggested targeting non-certified opticians and getting out the message to doctors that the OAC can help them with staff education by gearing classes toward new hires as well as experienced ones. We want to get the word out that we will be available to do training during the week or on Saturdays at their facility. We will provide individual or group sessions as needed on all aspects of opticianry. 


3.  Eileen had an idea of handing out flyers for upcoming educational seminars that we are hosting at the COA convention if possible, or stand outside the event with clipboards for taking info for emailing people currently working in the industry.  She further suggested that we try to obtain permission for 5 minutes to address the doctors before one of their meetings to present our willingness to do in house training. She will speak with Dr Peterson regarding this as he is the Education Chair for the COA.


4.  Amy/Irene suggested getting a flyer together for the COA convention July 9 that could be inserted into the packets attendees receive when they register.  **this idea was rejected by the COA**


5.  Irene proposed to attend Vision Source meetings to keep an eye on the pulse of the industry. Amy will meet with Dr. Mark Maybury and set up a meeting with Dr. Bill Breen to pursue this avenue.

NEW BUSINESS:

Committee formation


1. Membership Committee: Co-chair Barb and Jim (Jim to be asked to accept at a later date as he was unable to attend this meeting) Duties to be as follows:



A. Upkeep of data to include periodic addition/purging of current member info as needed and mailing of certificates as needed. 



B.  Compilation of contact info for email from membership forms, flyer information or other sources. 



C.  Responsible for forwarding any monies received to Kim (treasurer) from membership applications.

Motion for Barb/Jim (pending acceptance by Jim) to co-chair membership team by Irene, 2nd by Amy

2.  Education Committee:  Linda to be Chairperson / Eileen, Irene and Larrietta to be on committee



A.  2012 Convention educational itinerary. Linda to organize the overlapping and planning of classes at all levels beg-advanced. 



B.   ABO prep class to be planned. Tentative dates October 15 in the North and Oct. 22 in the South from 12p-6p. Possible locations: Broomfield / Castle Rock. Cost to be $40 which will include Associate Membership in OAC until renewal is due in April.

Motion for Linda to Chair education team by Barb, 2nd by Kim


3.  Marketing Committee:  Amy and Cathy to work on Facebook page as well as flyers for ABO prep class. Amy to continue working with website creator to update that site, create new/interactive pages as needed.

Future Duties to be completed or reported on at next meeting:


1.  Cathy to create wording for flyer and prep class as well as work with Amy as needed on Facebook page/posts.


2.  Amy to look into possible venues for the ABO prep classes. 


3.  Eileen, Larrietta and Irene to work with Linda reviewing Santos material for class.

Next Meeting:  July 18th at 6:30 p.m. 

New Meeting Location:

Amy’s Office (Drs Hellerstein/Brenner)

Greenwood Medical Center

7180 Orchard Ste #103

Centennial, CO 80111

Corner of Orchard & Quebec off I-25 and Orchard

Motion to accept new meeting place and time by Amy, 2nd by Cathy

Motion to adjourn by Pat, 2nd by Eileen

Meeting adjourned: 9:15pm

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Griffin/Secretary OAC

23 June 2011

