Annual Business Meeting

Embassy Suites

Denver, CO

April 2, 2011

Meeting was called to order at 4:22pm by V.P. Kim Jepson.  

Members present: Amy Munnell, Dave Hirsch, Pat Pennington, Larrietta Marsh, Kimberly Jepson, Cathy Griffin, Richard Rodriguez, Evelyn Brown, Christine Hickman, Jennette Banigan, Maureen Corerey, Eileen Vialpando, Robert Luna Sr., Brian Peabody, Linda Loucks, Jennifer Lehman, Barbara McCollough, Ann Watt, Madeleine K, Angela Gosling, Jim Wheeler, Irene LeVangie. 

Approval of the 2010 minutes was presented by President Irene LeVangie in lieu of Kathy Wingert/Secretary-resigned as of March 22, 2010.

 Motion to accept 2010 Minutes by Pat Pennington and 2nd by Jim Wheeler.

Approval of the 2010 Financial Report was presented by Treasurer Pat Penning. Motion to accept 2010 financials by Larietta Marsh and 2nd by Kim Jepson.

State of the Association Address : President Irene LeVangie

· Membership is down from last year.

· 2 mailings of 350 parcels each through Crystal Courier regarding 2011 Convention yielded minimal response.

· Corporate Sponsorship has decreased from 5 in 2010 to 3 in 2011.

· Reminded general assembly to talk to their staff members about associate memberships which do not require the applicant to be ABO certified, are affordable ($40) and whose only restriction is ‘no vote’ status.

· Irene gave a Thank You shout out to Duffens and Hoya for support of the OAC in 2010 especially regarding mailing costs.

Opened discussion to the general assembly on ideas for OAC growth. The following is a summary of ideas presented.

Suggested by Madeleine: Obtain ABO list for CO for better ability to correspond with opticians throughout the state. Irene explained that was done roughly 3yrs ago and spoke of the non-responsive, incorrect addressed due to relocation / passing of addressees. The charge for the document is also cost prohibitive. Madeleine suggested that cost should not be a deterrent and perhaps we should re-visit that method of communication.

Suggested by Angela:  Look into a program by frame vendors to give OAC co-op dollars to help offset cost of correspondence to the membership such as postage, print costs, etc.

Suggested by Bob Luna: Contacting all CO opticians for input on classes as well as classes directed at focusing on those getting ready to test for certification. Recommendation by Bob Luna for Richard Kemmerling to spearhead this effort and perhaps chair a committee dedicated to this goal. Classes throughout the year would be geared toward the goal of student participants sitting for the certification exam.  This is a very good idea to be considered by the OAC education professor Linda Loucks.

Consideration for the next convention to include CE courses as well as ABO prep classes and in the future possibly NCLE prep classes. This was an offshoot thought about the above presented idea.

Suggestion from Angela Gosling: Create a ‘Welcoming Committee’ for new businesses; introduce them to the community, invite networking through the OAC.  Possibly incorporating the students at Emily Griffith as the ambassadors of the OAC. Students present at the meeting showed enthusiastic support for this idea.

Suggested by Madeleine:  Perhaps international speakers rather than local or US speakers would create a bigger draw for attendance at the convention.  Perhaps the speaker could be sponsored and paid for by the lab they represent.

Suggestions by the group at large: 

· Course on VSP changes and how to bill for them-non CE/CE as it goes

· Non CE courses for those who are just learning the profession

· Courses (ce or not) on self building, networking pearls and resumes

 Suggestion by Angela Gosling:  Create a byline called “OAC Underground” which will be a continuous update on changes in the industry.

Suggestion by Angela Gosling (she has soooo many great great ideas!) :  Create a “mission” for the frame reps: the incentive is a free booth booth rental or award at the annual convention for the most referrals that result in OAC membership increase or whatever goal we (the OAC) set in place.

All suggestions will merit serious consideration by the OAC and any upcoming promotions or classes will be posted on the OAC website: www.oacolroado.org
Bylaw Changes/ Elections

Motion submitted by Pat Pennington and 2nd by Amy Munnell that the Bylaws be changed to include the duties of the Vice President to also be the Treasurer of the OAC.  Passed by majority vote; Kim Jepson will now continue to be Vice President as well as assume the duties of Treasurer of the Opticians Association of Colorado.

Elections Continued:

President  Nomination by Irene LeVangie and 2nd by Larrietta Marsh for Amy Munnell.

Passed by majority.  Amy Munnell voted in as President of the OAC for a 2011-2013 term.

Secretary Nomination by Amy Munnell and 2nd by Jim Wheeler for Cathy Griffin. Passed by majority. Cathy Griffin voted in as Secretary for the OAC for a 2011-2013 term.

Board member nomination by Irene and 2nd by Amy for Pat Pennington. Passed by majority. Pat Pennington voted in as Board Member for 2011-2013 term.

Board member nomination by Kim Jepson and 2nd by Amy Munnell for Barb McCollough. Passed by majority. Barb McCollough voted in as board member for 2011-2013 term.

Nominated by ballot Ann M. Watt to be considered for board member. Nomination declined by Mrs. Watt citing personal reasons. 

Board member nomination by Larrietta Marsh and 2nd by Pat Pennington for Eileen Vialpando. Passed by majority. Eileen Vialpando voted in as board member for 2011-2013 term.

Looking into but not yet decided upon: Motion to amend the Bylaws to encompass a longer presidential term, as long as voted in, no limit to term. This topic to be discussed in upcoming meetings of both the board and the general assembly.

Motion for meeting to be adjourned by Cathy Griffin, 2nd by Jim Wheeler. Meeting adjourned at 5:45pm. 

No future meeting date appointed at close of meeting,

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Griffin / Secretary OAC

2 April 2011

